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ERFECTION never — 
P more conſpicuqus in the 


than when they endeavoured to 


PRE FACE. 


great Works of the Antients, 


reconcile Art with Convenience in 


their Publick Structures: Witneſs 


the Grecian Eymnaſiums; their 
Pſeudodipterick Temples; and the 
Roman Forums. 


In the Firſt of theſe Inſtances, : 


a double Portico was contrived and 
Introduced on the North-Side of 
the Periſt yle for the better Shelfer 


of the People from the Inclemencies 
of the Weather; and the Xyſtus 
was made conſiderably wider than 

A a- any 


PRE FA CE. 


any of the other Porticos of the 

nnaſium, that Spectators might | 
W a to ſee che 
Wreſtlers and others perform their 
Exerciſes in the Middle of that Por- 
tico: In the Second Inſtance, the 
inward Row of Columns of the 
double Porticos that furrounded 


the Body of the Temple was taken | 


entirely away, to make thoſe Por- 
ticos the more free and clear for 
Men to walk in: 4 Contrivance, 
fays Vitruvius, which deſerves to 
be conſidered as the Spring, from 
whence Poſterity has taken the beſt 
and moſt elegant Precepts of ARCHI- 
' TECTURE : And in the Third In- 
ſtance, the Intercolumnations were 
made wider than Ordinary, to give 
the Spectators, in the Porticos, 


a 


PREFACE. 


a better View of what was doing 
in the Piazza, or open Ana of 
the Forum. 

CONVENIENCE was the predo- 
minant Principle required in the 
EXCHANGE of BRISTOL ; 
to which every other Princi ole, 
and every other Precept of AR- 
CHITECTURE, naturally became 
ſubſervient. The Perfection there- 
fore aimed at in that StruQture was 
in reconciling the Conveniences re- 
quired to ſuch Rules of Art, as I 
conceived wou'd have the beſt Ef. 
fect, when executed: How far I 
have ſucceeded herein the Reader 
may in ſome Meaſure judge, by the 
following Pages, the Product of a 
few Evenings Amuſement; and if 


any Apology 1 Is neceſſary for the 
Pub- 


PREFACE. 
Publication of them, I have only 
this to make, that they will anſwer 
ſuch kind of Queſtions as are more 
frequently aſked of me, in reſpect 
to the Building, than I can con- 
veniently make a proper Reply to. 


as. al 4 a. dt " RY 
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EXCHANGE 
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BRISTOL. 


FHEN the Cox rok AT IOM of BRISToE 
came to a Reſolution to purchaſe pr 
and thereon to erect, nt dy ant 
ExCHANGE, for the Uſe of the Merchants and = 
Traders of that City; but a GENERAL Marker, 
3 in Lieu of thoſe Markets which now incumber the 
chief Streets, in the Heart of the Town: They 
veſted the Conduct of the Whole, in a Committee 
of fifteen Gentlemen of their own Body, of which 
| the Mayor and the Two Sheriffs of the City, for 
the Time being, were to make Three; and im- 
2 any Five of them to act: They alſo im- 
hou the Committee to meet, as often as 
ould d think proper; and ordered, that at ever 
the N Mayor, or, in his Abſence, the 
SE of the Committee preſent, ſhou'd 


Tus 
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Tun Committee thus appointed, and thus im- 
powered, having, within the Space of Two Years, 
and at a very great Expence, purchas'd ſeveral Eſtates 
in the Heart of the City, pull'd down the old 
Houſes, and clear'd the Ground of the ſuperfluous 
Materials; they then deſired, by a Letter dated the 


Thirtieth of January, 1740-1, and figned by 
the Mayor, Henry Cembe, Eſq; to have a Con- 


ference with me; and, on my attending them, 
upon Thurſday the 4th of February following, they 
agreed with me to be their Architect ; giving me, 
at the ſame Time, proper Inſtructions, to enable me 
to form Deſigns for their intended Works, which 
they defired might bc done upon the ſtricteſt Rules 
of Occonomy. 
ACCORDING to thoſe Inſtructions, I was to 


contrive a BUILDING round an AREA, proper for 


about Six Hundred People to aſſemble in, in ſuch 


Manner, as that it ſnould have the outfide Appear- 


ance of one Grand Structure; and this was to be 
divided into all the uſeful Rooms that was poſſible, 
in order to make the moſt of the Ground to 
be built upon. This Fabrick, now called the 
EXCHANGE of BRISTOL, was to be ſet 
ſo far back, as to make the Street before it two and 
| forty Feet broad; and the Committee the 


Front Part of the Building for two Taverns; the 
Side Parts for little Tenements, for Inſurance, or 


other Offices; and the Back Part for an Arcade, 


1. e. Arc-Ades, wit Rooms over it; the former 
to ſerve as Part of the MARKET; the latter for 
Additions to a Tavern, at the South-Eaſt Corner of 


the EXCHANGE; 


Turss 
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EXCHANGE of BRISTOL. 


TakEskE Directions, and the confined Situation of 
the Ground to be built upon, (which, by an exact 
Meaſurement, I found to be no more. than one 
hundred and ten Feet in Breadth, including the 
Width of a Way by the Side of a Building, be- 
longing to the Hoopers Company of. Briſtal, and 
alſo the Thickneſs of the Side Wall of that Edifice) 


9 


| ſoon ſuggeſted to my Thoughts an Egyptian 


Hall, as the propereſt Center for an auguſt Build- 
ing; and the molt convenient Place for Men of 
Buſineſs to aſſemble in: So that the Deſign which 
I offered the Committee the next Day for this 
Structure, had, ior the Place of Exchange, an 
Egyptian Hall, in the Corenthian Order, of eighty 
Feet 1quare, ſurrounded with a high Building, di- 
vided into a great Number of Rooms ; of which, 
Plate N“ 1, 2, exhibits a Copy of the principal Plan. 

Txt Wall from A to B, was to have been a 
Party-Wall, between the Hoopers Building, and 
the EXCHANGE z C, was the Door Way into the 
Common Hall of that Building; and D, was a 


Door Way to a Cellar under it. 


Tuis Deſign ſo far met with the Approbation of 
the Committee, that they reſolved to proceed with 
the Work, conformable to it: For they concluded, 
that this haſty Reſolution cou'd not be attended 
with ſuch ill Conſequences, as the delaying a Buile- 
ing wou'd create, which was deſigned for the Pre- 
ſervation of the principal Citizens, whoſe Healtks 


and Perſons were every Day endangered, while they 


aſſembled in the open Street, to carry on the Trade 
and Commerce of the City. I had therefore the 
Direction of the Committee to order the Founda- 

| B tton 
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tion of the EXCHANGE to be dug, and to prepare 
the Draught of a Propoſal for the Workmanthip of 
the Rough Stone Walls, that printed Copies thereof 
might be given out, for all Maſter-Workmen to 
deliver in their Prices, upon Thurſday the Fifth Day 
of March, for Building thoſe Walls. ob 

WariLE the Foundation was about, it was de- 


bated in the Committee, Whether the Place of 


Exchange ſhould be Lofty, and Covered at Top, 
as I had defign'd it; or Low and Open, to com- 
ply with the Opinion of the Citizens in General, 
then ſtartled with the Novelty of a covered Place to 
meet in upon Mercantile Affairs? At length it was 
reſolved, That the Publick ſhou'd be gratiticd in 
that Part of the ExchAx E which was intended 
for their Convenience : So that the Committee, 
waving the private Intereſt of the Corporation, and 
the grand Appearance of the whole Building, not 
only ordered the Place of Exchange to be made 
Low and Open at Top, but the Area to be increaſed 
ten Feet in Length, to make the North and South 
Portico's more capacious than thoſe on the Sides, 
and thereby give the Company the better Opportu- 
nity of enjoying the Benefit of the Heat of the 
Sun, during the Winter Seaton, in the North Por- 
tico ; and of receiving the Advantage of Shade, dur- 

ing the Summer Seaſon, in the South Portico. 
Urox the Day appointed for receiving Propoſals 
for the Rough Maſons Work, ſeveral Workmen _ 
delivered in their Prices for Building the common 
Walls of the ExcyuaNxGe ; and the loweſt Propo- 
ſal was accepted and agreed to by the Committee, 
This, and the Progreſs that was then made in the 
Work 
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Work of the Foundation, enabled me to name the 


Monday following as the proper Day for laying the 
Firſt Stone of the ExcHANGE ; but the Quarter- 


Seſſions falling 7 that Day, it was laid the next, 
by the Mayor of the City, and placed at the North- 
Eaſt Corner of the Building: It was a large Block 
of Free- Stone, of about two Tun Weight; it 
had the following IN sc RI Io, cut in the fol- 
lowing Characters, upon its uppermoſt Bed; and, 
in the Printers Phraſe, the IN Sc RIP FT ION was thus 
diſplay d upon the Stone: 
Regnante Georg1o II. 
Pro, Felici, AuGusTo0 
L IBERTATIS 
E T 
REI MERCATORIAZ 
Domi Foriſq; 
3 VINDTCE. 
Primarium Lapidem hujuſce Adificii, 
Suffragio Civium, & re publico extructi, 

„ 
HEN RICUS COMBE, PRæx Ton, 

A. C. mpccxL. 


"41s INSCRIPTION, With an Enghſb TR ANs- 
LAT10N of it, was printed and publiſhed in BR1s- 
rol, upon the very Day the Firſt Stone of the Ex- 
CHANGE Was laid; and the Stone, before it was 

B 2 xd 
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fix'd in its proper Place, was covered with a Sheet 


of thick Lead, the better to preſerve it from the 
Injury of Time, and the Preſſure of the Incumbent 


Work. The TRANSLAT ION Was, in the follow- 
ing Words, thus diſplay'd : 
In the Reign of 
The Pious, HAP V, and AvavsT 


George the Second, 
PrRoTECToOR of 
LIBERTY 
AND | 
MERCHANDISE 
At Home and Abroad, 
HENRY COMBE, MA vo, 
Laid the Firſt Stone of this Edifice, 
Built by the Vote of the Citizens, 
And with the Publick Money, 
In the Year of Chriſt 
MDCCXL. 


Tur Solemnity of laying the Firſt Stone of the 
EXCHANGE of BRISTOL, upon the 1oth Day of 
March, 1740-1, ſeems to have been not inferior to 
that of laying the firſt Brick of the Exchange in 


London, upon the 7th Day of June, 1566 ; for the 


Mayor of BRISTOL, after ordering the Foundation 
for 
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for the Front Wall to be braced, and Scaitolds to 
be erected on each Side of it, for People to ſtand 
upon to ſee the 5 invited the Corporation, 
as well as the Society of Merchants, to be preſent 
at, and aiding to him in fixing the Stone. 
Tu E Gentlemen ſo invited met at the Council- 
Houſe, upon Tueſday Morning, the 1oth of March, 
the Weather being then ſerene, mild, and clear; and 
from thence (when the Stone was ready to be 
fix'd) accompanied Mr. Mayor, who went in his 
Gown, to the Entrance of the Foundation ; from 
whence I conducted them to the Stone. Mr. Mayor 
then aſked me, If it was neceſſary for him to put 
any Thing under it? I anſwered, That it was u 
to put ſome of the neweſt Coins under the Firſt 
Stone of a Building ; whereupon he threw ſeveral 
Handfulls of Money under the Stone he was going 
to lay, and was followed therein by ſome of the 
other Gentlemen there preſent. I then ordered the 
Props under the Stone to be ſtruck, that it might 
fall upon its Bed ; after which I preſented the Mayor 
with a Mallet to ſettle it; who taking it in his 
Hand, and turning himſelf about to the Spectators, 
with the utmoſt Zeal and Affection, he acquaint- 
ed them, That he had, for @ long Time, ardently 
 Wwiſh'd for that happy Day; and that he reaiced to 
fee Wem there on that Occaſion : That he hoped every 
Citizen in that, and all ſuccecding Ages, would make 
it his chief Study, and inculcate the ſame Principle 
in bis Children, to promote the Buſineſs, for which 
that EXCHANGE was going to be erefted.— Then 
{triking the Stone three Blows with the Mallet, he 
concluded with a hearty Prayer to Gon, 70 proſper 
The 
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the Work, ſurrender'd the Mallet to the firſt Alder- 
man next him, and threw Five Guineas upon the 
Stone, for the Workmen (which at that Time were 
few in Number) to make themſclves merry with : 
Three Huzza's were thereupon immediately made, 
the Bells in the neighbouring Churches began to 
ring, and an univerſal Joy ſeem'd inſtantly to diffuſe 
ſelf among all the People. 

Every Gentleman, wha, upon this Occaſion, 
accompanied the Mayor, gave the Stone three Blows 
with the Mallet; adding thereunto a hearty Bene- 
diction for the Proſperity of the Work: And the 
Populace (exceeding numerous at that Time) were 
ſo fond of following their Example, that ſeveral 
People jumped down upon the Stone, from the 
Scaffold above, of thirteen Feet high, that their 
Weight, by their Fall, might contribute towards 
ſettling it in its everlaſting Bed. 
Tux Mayor, the Corporation, and the Mer- 
chants, withdrew from the Foundation, to the 
Council Houſe, where they drank Proſperity to the 
Work begun : In the Afternoon, the Populace were 

treated with Ale, upon the Exchange Ground, at 
the Chamber Expence; and to prevent Diſorders in 
the Diſtribution of the Liquor, a Scaffold of fix Feet 
high was erected, to ſet the Barrels upon; this was 
fenced round, and then proper Men were appoint- 
ed to draw the Ale, and hand it over to the 
People. a 

AFTER the Work was thus begun, it was car- 


tied on with all the Expedition and Diſpatch in the 


Power of every Body concerned in it ; the Com- 
mittec firſt increaſing the Arcade, in the back Part 
of 
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of the Building, to a Breadth beyond what was 
originally intended ; and this, with the Addition to 
the length of the Place of Exchange, not only 
caus'd a different Diſpoſition in the Side Tenements, 
from what is expreſſed in the original Plan, but 
created a few Alterations, from Time to Time, in 
the Work : So that the Whole now anſwers the 
following Plan, Plite Ne 3, 4; and the Ex- 


CHANGE, as it is now built, extends one hundred 


and ten Feet in Front, by one hundred and forty- 
eight Feet in Depth. | 

Tus Structure is ſituated almoſt in the Center of 
the City; and it fronts Northward to Corn-Street, 


of forty-two Feet broad; Eaſtward to All-Sarnts- 
Lane, of ten Feet in Width; Weſtward to Cock- 


Lane, or rather Exchange- Alley, likewiſe of ten 
Feet in Breadth ; and Southward to a Piece of open 
Ground, intended for the Remainder of the GE- 
NERAL MARKET; which Ground, if extended 
to Baldwin - Street, (at the leaſt) tho' but of the 
Breadth of the ExchAN GE, with the Lane on each 
Side of it, wou'd make an Avenue to the back Front 
of the Building, of about two hundred and ſixty 
Feet in Length, by one hundred and thirty Fect 
in Breadth, and render the Market quite capacious 
and convenient for the publick Utility of the City. 


TE Room, mark'd with the Letter A, in the 


Plan, Plate NY 3, 4, is a Tetraſtyle Hall, of the 


Corinthian Order, twenty-eight Feet ſquare, and 


executed with Free-Stone. This Room makes the 
principal Entrance to the Place of Exchange, as, 
well as to the Front Houſes ; and the Room over 


it, was once propoſed for a Repoſitory for the Re- 


_ cords 
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cords of the City; as ſuch the Foundation was laid 
ſo ſtrong, as to be able to ſupport an arched Roof, 
ſurmounted by a Dome, with a Turrit upon it, to 
be built with Free-Stone, whoſe Summit was in- 
tended to be raiſed one hundred Feet high above the 
Level of the Street, as the proper Mark of Diſtinc- 
tion for a Publick Structure; and within the Foun- 
dation Walls we made a large Reſervoir for Water, 
to be ready upon any Emergency, wherein I propo- 
ſed to fix one of thoſe Engine-Pumps, invented by 
Mr. Creed, of Greenwich in Kent, for the Uſe of 
his own Houſe and Gardens. 
Tus Engine-Pump is a Machine of a very ſim- 
ple Nature, being no more than a common Pump, 
with a Peſtern that works perpendicularly, a Cap to 
the Head of the Barrel, an Air Veſſel by the Side of, 
it, and ſome other ſmall Things. By the Turn of 
a Cock, one of theſe Pumps diſcharges the Water, 
as by a lifting or forcing Quality: And I not only 
procured one of them for a Well belonging to my 
own Houſe, in Qycen-Square in Bath; but pre- 
vail'd upon the Inventor (who has now his Ma- 
jeſty's Letters Patent, to ſecure the Property of the 
Invention) to authorize Mr. Thomas Atwood, a 
Plumber in this City, to make them for the Benefit 
of the Publick in theſe Parts. My Pump will now 
become an Engine in a Second of Time; fo that 
if a Fire ſhou'd break out within forty or fifty 
Yards of it, the Water in the Well may be inſtantly 
| raiſed up, conducted by a Leather-Pipe, and forced 
out to ſtop its Progreſs; which might too far en- 
creaſe, while a common Engine is fetching, and put- 
ing in order to play, Happy had it been 5 
| | tne 
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the Town of Crediton in Devonſhire, (ſupply'd 
with Water only from Wells) if a few of theſe 
Machines had been apply'd to thoſe Wells ſome 
Months ago ; for they might have proved the Means 
of ſtopping thoſe Flames, which, in a few Hours 
Time, upon Sunday the 14th Day of Auguſt laſt, 
deprived above Four Hundred and Fifty Families of 
their Habitations, and did them above Forty Thou- 
ſand Pounds Damage. 

Tax Court, mark'd with the Letter B, is a Pe- 
riſtyle of the Corinthian Order, of ninety Feet in 
Length, by eighty Feet in Breadth : It is built with 
Free-Stone ; it makes the Place of Exchange for 
ſuch as are concerned in the Trade of Br1sToL ; 
and it retains as much of the lower Part of the 
Egyptian Hall, in my original Deſign, as was con- 
ſiſtent with the Conveniencies that, from Time to 
Time, were pointed out to me, to be provided for 
in the Work; For the Portico's are ſtill Octoſtyle, 
notwithſtanding the extream Columns are brought 
ſo near together, to ſtrengthen the Corners ; this in- 
creaſes the other Intercolumnations, and makes them 
of that Sort, which Yitruoius calls the Areoftylos, 
that 1s, where the Aperture is two Diameters high, 
and ſometimes leſs ; Whereas in my firſt . 
the Aperture was intended three Diameters high, 


and the Columns of a larger Diameter than in the 
Work. 1 
Tur Room, mark'd with the Letter C, is an 
Arcade; the middle Part whereof is eighty Feet 
long, fixteen Feet broad, and ſixteen Feet high; it 
is built with Free-Stone, as the chief Edifice of the 
GENERAL MARKET; but, at the fame Time, it 
C 8 
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is deſigned to make Part of the Place of Exchange, 
if it ſhou'd ſo happen that Room ſhou'd hereafter 
be wanted in the Periſtyle B: The whole Arcade 
is now ſix Squares and a Half in Length; but 
in 5 original Plan it was intended eight Squares in 
Length. 

Tux Floor of this Arcade, as well as the Floor 
of the Portico's round the Piazza, or open Area oi 
the Periſtyle, are upon the fame Level with the 
Floor of the Hall ; but the Floor of the Piazza 1s 
a Step lower at the Extremities, tho' in the Middle 
it riſes as high as the Top of the Step round it. 

D, The Exchange Coffee-Houſe, raiſed two Sto- 
ries high, with a View of making it a Tavern, like 
the Houſe E. The Coffee-Room was built thirty- 
ſix Feet long, thirty Feet broad, and twelve Feet 
and ſix Inches high, which was all the Altitude the 
Baſement Story of the Building would admit of: It 
is wainſcotted in a common Manner; but, if my 
Opinion had prevail'd, this Room ſhould have been 
finiſhed in the higheſt Taſte, as it is the only pub- 
lick Place of general Reſort in the City for Gen- 
tlemen: However, as it is, I don't know of a better 
Coffee-Room, nor of one ſo well finiſh'd. 

E, A Houſe intended for a Tavern, 

F, G, Veſtibules, for Side Entrances into the 
Periityle, built with Free-Stone ; the Floors where- | 
of are two Steps higher than the Floor of the Por- 
tico's. 

H, I, K, L, M, N, O, Tenements built for In- 
ſurance, or other Offices; or for Trades People. 

THe Parlour Floor of the Tenements, Coffee- | 
Houſe, and Tavern, is five Steps higher than the 
| eee 
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Floor of the Hall and Portico's; which Elevation 
was abſolutely neceſſary, to admit of a proper Plinth 
to the Building : if there are ſome Inconve- 
niencies attending it, the good Conveniencics are 
more than an Equivalent to them. 

Tue lower Part of the Tenements, M, N, O, 
is an Addition to my original Delign for this Struc- 
ture; and it was fixed upon when the Committee 
found there was a MY of purchaſing the 
Building belonging to the Hoopers Company, upon 
the Welt- Side of * eee n 

Tur Part of the Building which is mark'd 
with the Letters, P, P, P, P, P, P, P, P, is carried up 
thrce Stories high above tlie Ground: It is crowned 
with a Balluſtrade; and the whole Altitude of it 
amounts to forty-nine Feet: The Remainder is 
only thirty-four Feet high, divided into two Stories; 
and the Whole is fronted with white Free-Stone, 
in as ornamental a Manner as a Building, with any 
Propriety, can be dreſſed; and yet there is no- 
thing in it that could properly be omitted. 

Tur North Front 1s of the Cor:nth:an Order, 
upon a ruſtick Baſement: The Center Part breaks 
forward, and makes a Tetraſtyle of almoſt whole 
Columns, ſupporting a Pediment, in the Tympan of 
which the King's Arms are carved in Stone: The 
Chamber Windows are dreſs'd with rich Taberna- 
cles; the Attick Windows are ſquare, with Archi- 
traves round them, and they riſe no higher than the 

Bottom of the Capitals of the Order: So that the 
Spaces between the Capitals of the Columns and 
Pilaſters in this Front, are filled with Feſtoons; 
which, by repreſenting the four Quarters of the 

8 C 2 World. 
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World, with the Products and Manufactures of 
every Country, points out the Uſe for which this 
Building was erected, as well as the Extent of the 
Commerce of Br1sTor, to all the principal Parts 
of the World. 

Tux ſeveral Parts whereof this Front is com- 
poſed are ſmall ; which muſt be attributed chiefly 
to the narrow Street wherein they are to be view'd : 
All the Mouldings, proper to be carv'd, are enrich- 
ed; the framing of the Doors of the Front Gate, 
(marked with the Letter Y in the Plan) is divided 

into a Sort of Moſaick Work, by large Nails; and 
the Pannels of thoſe Doors are adorned with Or- 
naments in caſt Metal. 

So much of the Eaſt Front as lies between the 

Letters a, a, and belongs to the high Building, is. 
regular; and that Part of it which advances for- 
ward with three Apertures, was once intended to 
have been finiſhed with a Pediment ; behind which 
the Funnels of the Chimnies were to have been 
drawn into a Turret. The Part that falls the moſt 
back, between the Letters, a and c, is likewiſe a 
regular Work: And if the Remainder of this 
Front is collated with the bottom Part of the high 
Building, a Regularity will appear m the whole 
for fix Apertures in Length, on each Side the Door, 
that makes the ſide Entrance into the Periſtyle of 
the ExcHANGE. | 

Tat Weſt Front of this Building is, and will 
be, the very fame with the Eaſt Front: But the 
South Front is a more perfect Work, it being quite 
regular: The central Part of this Front breaks for- 
ward to ſupport a Pediment, in the Tympan whereof, 


E 
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the City Arms are carved in Stone; over which 
there is a Turret, in the Front whereof the Dial of 
a Clock is to be fix'd, for the Uſe of the Market 
People : The Ends of this Front break forward 
likewiſe, and are finiſh'd with Domes ; which 
there are Pedeſtals, wherein ſome of the Funnels of 
the Chimnies are, with ſome Ditficulty brought up; 
theſe Domes having not been abſolutely fixed upon, 
till the Work below was farther advanced than I 
could have wiſhed. 
Tux South Front, and ſo much of the Side Fronts 
as is Level with it, conſiſts of two Stories of Building, 
as above ; in which the Outſide of the Arcade appears 


= Ruſticated, and all the Apertures in the Remainder 


of the firſt Story of the Side Fronts, are dreſſed in 
the fame Taſte. The Windows over the Arcade 
are of the Tabernacle Kind, as well as the central 
Windows of the ſecond Story of the Side Fronts : 
The reſt are dreſſed with fingle Architraves, crown- 
ed with their proper Freezes and Cornices ; bat the 
Windows of the Attick Story of the high Building, 
have only ſingle Architraves to adorn their Sides and 
Heads. 
When we enter the Periſtyle of this Building, 
from the Hall, A, we paſs through a Corinthian 
Gate, arched at Top, and mark'd with the Letter 
Z, in which there are Iron Doors, made after one of 
Tijou s Draughts, to keep the former private, while 
the latter remains open, for the Uſe of the Front 
Houſes. 
Uro the Entablature over the Columns round 
the Piazza, or open Area of the Periſtyle, there is 
a Stone Balluſtrade ; from the Top of which, the 


Line 
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Line of the Roof of the Portico's, V W X X, 
aſcends to the Foot of another Balluftrade, which 
crowns the Back Wall of thoſe Portico's, and com- 
pleats the Periſtyle of the Excuance, in that Stile 
of Building, which ſome Architects (not impro- 
ly) called the Theatrical ; for no other Stile that 
know of would give the Place of Exchange the 
and Grandeur in the Building, or the Light 
and Air in the Piazza and Portico's, which they now 
have, and which will always make the Periſtyle of 
the ExchAN GE of BRISTOL, that Cheerful and 
Elegant Place of Aſſembly, which the Citizens in 
General at firſt ſeem'd to require, by an open Court, 
and the Committee determin'd to procure for them, 
at the Expence of a great Deal of uſeful Room; 
which few beſides themſelves would have loſt, in 

a Situation where every little Chamber is not only 
defirable, but highly valuable. ED 

THAT Part of the Work which compleats the 
Periſtyle of the ExcyuanGe, in the Theatrical 
Stile of Building, was not reſolv'd on till the 15th 
of Fuly, 1742; on which Day the Superſtructure 
of the whole Fabrick was finally fixed upon ; and 
fince that Time the Bulk of this Building hath 
been performed. 

THE Roof over the Veſtibules, F, G, and over 
the Middle of the Arcade, C, is finiſhed with 
Domes, ſupporting Turrets ; and thoſe Domes are ſo 
contrived, as to appear Part of the Architecture of 
the Inſide of the Building; as ſuch the Fronts of 
them are raiſed from Pedeſtals in the upper Balluſ- 
trade, directly over the Pilaſters in the Portico's be- 
low, mark'd with the Letters, QQ, RR, and 

| OP Go 883 
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888; and in thoſe Turrets ſome of the Funnels of 
the Chimnies of the back Work are ro up. 
The Terret at the Back of the Periſtyle, and facing 
the principal Entrance of the ExcnAx Gx, is double 
in Flank; and the Front Part of it is ſurmounted 
with a ſmall Dome, terminated with a Pine-Apple. 
The Dial of a Clock is to be placed in the North 
Front of this Turret, for the Uſe of ſuch as frequent 
the EXCHANGE ; the Merchants Arms adorn the 
Weſt Front of the Turret, on the Eaſt Side of the 
Periſtyle ; and the moſt antient Arms of the City 
are to be carved on the Eaſt Front of the Turret on 
the Weſt Side of the Place of Exchange. 
Tuxsr Domes and Turrets were not fixed upon 
'till the Building was too far advanc'd to give the 
Funnels of the Chimnies, brought into them, the 
Draught which they ought to have had : However, 
the Draught they have got is ſufficient to anſwer 
the Purpoſes of carrying the Smoke, without the 
Affiſtance of a Chimney-Doctor, or any Contri- 
vance, but that of giving Air enough to the Fire, 
till the Smoke forces its Way up the Funnels of the 
Chimnies, 
Taz South, or back Front of the high Build- 
ing, with the projecting Wings, is ſo contrived as 
to appear a diſtinct Work of itſelf, above the ſecond 
Balluſtrade of the Periſtyle of the Excnuance. 
Thoſe Wings were not contriv d for Ornament, but 
introduced for Terminations to a Room once in- 
tended to have been built over the North Portico 
of the Periſtyle; and the central Part of this back 
Front was purpoſely made to advance a ſmall Matter 
forward, to ſupport a Pediment ; in the Tympan 
. whercof, 
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whereof, the preſent Arms of the City are carved 
in Stone. | 

Tux Spaces between the Capitals of the Pilaſters 
round the Portico's of the Place ot Exchange, are 
adorned with Heads and Feſtoons in Stucco ; and 
the three Quarters of the World, Alia, Africa, and 
America, are repreſented in the ſame Materials over 
the Doors, in the Middle of the Portico's X X 
and W. Theſe Doors are placed in Corinthian 
Gates, walled up behind, and are dreſſed with 
Architraves. The Ceiling of the Hall and Portico's 
is divided by Beams, into the fame Compartments, |} 
as are 2 by dotted Lines in the Plan. Every 
Compartment in the Ceiling has an inriched Archi- 
trave round it; the Sofits of the Beams are divided 
into ſquare Pannels, twice receſſed with inriched 
Mouldings; and the Center of each Pannel is adorn- 
ed with a Flower. The Compartments in the 
Floor are filled with flat Stones, laid in a Diagonal 
Manner ; and the Piazza, or open Part of the Pe- 
riſtyle, is paved with thin Stone, pitch'd upon their 
Edges, in a Form peculiar only to this Work ; but 


deficient of the Draught I made for it, Experience | 


rendering it impoſſible to get Materials, in any rea- 

ſonable Time, for the Work, as intended. 
Tux Side Doors of the Hall, A, are like the 
Side Doors of the Periſtyle, and ſtand in Corinthian 
Gates, walled up behind ; The Arch of every Co- 
rinthian Gate in this Room, has a Key Stone, carv'd 
with a Head, to denote the Buſineſs of the Place to 
which the Aperture under each of thoſe Arches make 
an Entrance: Mercury's Head is next the Coffee- 
Houſe ; Bacchus's Head is next the Tavern ; 2 
e 
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the Head of the Dea Pecunia of the Antients is 
next the Place of Exchange. 

As the North Front of the Building is fully en- 
riched, ſo every Moulding of the Work next the 
Periſtyle, proper to be carved, is likewiſe enriched, 
to give the Corinthian Order within, the ſame Dreſs 
that it has without ; and nothing Material is wanted 
to compleat the hole, but Statues to fill the four 
and twenty Niches in the Portico's of the Periſtyle ; 
ſince ſuch Statues will not only contribute to the Or- 
nament of the Place of Exchange, but yield the 
Curious Matter for Speculation. 
Tux ſeveral Portico's and Domes of this Ex- 
CHANGE are all covered with that moſt excellent 
and beautiful Material, Mill'd-Lead ; and the Reſt 
df the Roof is tiled with Corniſb Slate, a Material 
as excellent in its Kind : But yet the Committee 
have often expreſſed their Concern, that the whole 
Roof was not covered with the ſame Lead. All 
the Covering of the Building being now of a grey 
Colour, it makes, with the white Stone, a fine 
Contraſt to the Eye; which, with the Dreſs of the 

whole ExcHaNGE, is well worth preſerving from 

the bad Effects of the Smoak of the Town: And 

I think there is no doubt of its being preſerved, in 

a City ſo remarkable as BR IS ToL for Neatneſs and 
Decency in her Publick Edifices. . 

ALL the Lines in the Structure I have been de- 
ſcribing, are extreamly well preſerved; notwith- 
ſtanding every Part of the Deſign hath been often 
altered from the firſt Draughts, to anſwer ſome new 
Convenience requir d: * nevertheleſs, the Build- 

ing 
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ing hath been conducted, from Firſt to Laſt, with 
as few Depredations upon its general Beauty and 
Work, as, perhaps, were ever made upon a Publick 
Structure of the like Magnitude ; which may be 


very juſtly attributed to the UNanimiTy of the 


CoMMITTEE, and to the Knowledge which one 
of the Gentlemen of it has in the Naval Part of 
Architecture, abſtracted from his Knowledge in the 
Arts and Sciences in General; whereby he was not 
only enabled to conceive the Effect which Things in 
the Civil Part of Architecture on Paper wou' d have, 
ven executed in a Building; but to give the Reſt 
of the Committee, not ſo immediately ſkill'd in 
Architecture, the like Ideas, in his private Conver- 
ſation concerning the ExchAxN O, with a View to 
preſerve as much of the Original Deſign in the pre- 
| ſent Building as poſſible. 5 
SUCH being the Form and Manner of Finiſhing 
the ExchAN CE of BrisToL : The Occonomy 
which I obſerved in the Work, conſiſted in the 


in ſmall Parts, to anſwer the confined Situation of 
the Building; and in making the proper Contracts 
with the Workmen, for the moſt maicrial Parts of 
the Work. 

Tuis Oeconomy, I think, has had its intended 
Effect; ſince the EXCHANGE, tho' a publick Work, 
don't exceed, in the Whole, the Sum we now ex- 
pend on private Town-Buildings, upon the fame 
Quantity of Ground, 

Tur ExchAx was fo far compleated by the 
Beginning of laſt Auguſt, that I was then enabled 
to mme the Twenty-firſt of the * 


Choice of the Materials; in putting them together | 
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the Day, whereon it ſhou'd be ready to be opened: 
The Committee upon this, came to a Reſolution to 
open it, in a Grand and Solemn Manner, upon the 
Day I had named; and the Corporation of BRIS“ 
TOL having, upon Saturday the Tenth Day of 
September, been acquainted with their Deſign, en- 
tirely approved of it: So that it was ordered, that 
the Market which was to have been held upon Med- 
neſday the Twenty-firſt of September, ſhould be kept 
upon Tueſday the Twentieth; and accordingly pub - 
lick Notice of this was given by the Cryer, in the 
ſeveral Markets of the City, upon Saturday the 
Tenth Day of September, upon Wedneſday the 
Fourteenth, and upon Saturday the Seventeeth. 

Uron Friday the Sixteenth of September, the 
Committee reſolved to diſcharge, at the Chamber 
Expence, the poor Priſoners confined in Newgate 
for Debt, that every Citizen might enjoy Liberty 
_ the Day of Opening the ExchAN GRE: They 
ilſo reſolved to treat the Workmen, employ'd in 
the Building, with a handſome Dinner; and directed 
that Bread and Wine thould be ready at the Coun- 
cil-Houſe, after the Excu anGE ſhould be opened, 
for all Gentlemen, without Diſtinction, to refreſh 
themſelves with. 

Tan Twenty-firſt of September falling in the 
Mayoralty of Sir Abraham Elton Bart. that Gen- 
tleman invited the Corporation and Socicty of Mer- 
chants to dine with him upon the Day of Opening 
the EXCHANGE ; and propoſed to the Maſters of 
the ſeveral Trading Companies to treat the Members 
of thoſe Companies with Wine, at their reſpective 
Halls. | 
Ws As 
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As the EXCHANGE is the ſole Property of the 
Corporation of BR1sToL, ſo it was ordered, That 
the Ceremony of Opening it, ſhould conſiſt in the 
Corporation meeting the Society of Merchants, and 
other Traders of the City, at a certain Place; walk- 
ing in Proceſſion with them from that Place to 
the EXCHANGE ; and there giving them the 
Uſe of the Periſtyle to Negotiate their Affairs in, 
for the Time to come. Now the Dawn of the 
Day appointed for doing all this, was proclaimed to 
Town and Country, by the Diſcharge of ſeveral 
_ Cannons from Brendon-Hill, a vaſt high Mount on 


the Weſt-Side of the City; and then the Morning 


was uſher'd in with Ringing of Bells. The Ships 
were ſoon dreſsd with their proper Colours; Flags 
were diſplay'd upon ſome of the. Churches ; and the 
Streets through which the Proceſſion was to be 

made, were, by an Order of the Magiſtrates, Swept 
and Clear'd of every Annoyance. 

ABou r Eight o'Clock in the Morning, I viewed 
the Building to ſee that every Thing was in its pro- 
per Order, and then waited upon the Mayor at his 
Houſe in Small-Street, and made my Report, that 
the ExchaxOE was fo far perfected, as I thought 
neceſſary for its being opened for Publick UK. 
The ſame Morning Sir Abraham ſent for the Maſter 
Workmen of the Building and made them a Preſent 
of Five Guineas, to drink to the good Succeſs of the 
ExCHANGE, and Proſperity to the City of BRISs or. : 
Healio gave them Five and Twenty Pounds to be 
expended in Wine or other Liquor, upon their Men. 
Soon aiter this, the Keeper of Newgate carried the 
Prifoners, confined in that Goal for Debt, to the 

TTT Mayor's 
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Mayor's Houſe ; and Mr. Mayor, after releaſing 
them at the Chamber Expence, gave each Perſon 
ſomething out of his own Pocket to begin the 
World with. He likewiſe ordered the Poor People 
in the Merchants Alms-Houſe, &c. to be enter- 
tained in a handſome Manner, at his Charge, that 
the Hearts of all Denominations of Men in the whole 
City might be cheer'd upon the Day of Opening 
a Building, which for Ages paſt was 'moſt ardently 
with'd for. 

Tur Place appointed for the General Meeting of 
ſuch as were concern'd in the Ceremony of Open- 
ing the EXCHANGE, was the Guild- Hall in Broad- 
Street, and the Time to meet was fixed at Ten 

o' Clock in the Morning, of the Twenty-firſt of 
September laſt; by which Hour, the ſeveral Parties 
began to Repair to the Hall; and then, as the Wea- 
ther was exceeding good, the Streets and Houſes 
were ſoon lined with an infinite Number of People, 
from all Parts of the Town and Country. At 
Eleven the Proceſſion began in the following Order, 
or as near it as was poflible for the Companies to 
fall in with the Train. | 

The Maſter of Co//ton's Hoſpital, with the Boys 
under his Tuition, led the Way ; and they were 
followed by the Maſter of Queen Elizabeth's Hol. 
pital, with the Boys under his Inſtruction : Then 
came the 8 e Keeper, in a very handſome 
Dreſs, with a = Staff: in his Had : He was 
followed by the incorporated Companies of the 
City, in their Formalities, with their Colours borne 
before them, each of which was carried by a War- 
den, and the End held up by a little Page. The 


Maſons 
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Maſons Company went Firſt ; and the other Com- 
panies, by an Order of the Mayor and Aldermen 
dated the Third Day of November, 1719, ſhould 
have thus follow'd ; but, by the Hurry of the Day, 
were ſomewhat altered, in Reſpect to their Prece- 
dency : Tylers, Porters, Halliers, Carpenters, To- 
bacco-Pipe-Makers, Turners, Hatters, Sadlers, Inn- 
holders, Bakers, Butchers, Tanners, Cordwainers, 
Wyer-Drawers, 1 Dyers, White-tawers, 
Hoopers, Smiths, Chyrurgeons, (with Muſick be- 
fore them) Weavers and Taylors. The City Mu- 
ſick, with the Addition of Two French Horns, 
went next after theſe Companies ; then came the 
City Officers, according to their Rank, the inferior 
Officers firſt, and the great Officers next ; ſuch as 
the Steward of the Sheriffs-Court, in his Barriſters 
Habit, and the Chamberlain in his Gown, bearing 

a Mace of Gold, garniſhed with Figures of that 
Purſe which was always open for the Workmen em- 
ploy d in this Building: The Town-Clerk was ill, and 
could not attend the Proceſſion. Then came the 
Corporation in their Scarlet Robes, with the Sword 
of State, which Queen Elizabeth preſented their An- 
ceſtors with, borne before them by the Sword-Bearer, 
in his Gown and Cap of Maintenance. Sir Abra- 
ham Elton, Bart. Mayor, with John Berrow, Eſq; 
Mayor elect, went firſt; the ſenior Alderman, oi 
the Hon. Edward Southwell, Eſq; one of the Re- 
preſentatives in Parliament for the City, followed ; 
and after them the Reſt of the Corporation walk- 
ed according to their Seniority and Stations: To 
theſe ſucceeded the Maſter, Wardens, Aſſiſtants, 
and Members of the Merchants-Hall ; and the 


whole 
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whole was cloſed with a long Train of Coaches 


and Chariots, amounting to ſeven and forty in Num- 
ber, excluſive of Mr. SouthwelPs Equipage. 

Tur Proceſſion was made from the Guzi/d-Hall, 
and paſſed up Broad-Street, down Higb-Street, 
and 10 on to the Back, where the Coaſting Veſſels 
lie: From thence it went into Qyeen-Square, at 
the North-Eaſt Corner ; and paſſing through the 
Streets on the Eaſt and South Side of that ſpacious 
Area, came out upon the Lower-End of the Key, 
oppoſite — very 1 5 where — 1 Captain 
Gwin's Ship, rinceſs- Auguſta, lay repairing, 
from the —_ ſhe 2 received, 4 four Vic- 
torious Battles with the Spaniſh Privateers, in the 
preſent War; one of which Privateers Captain 
Gwin blew up in the King's Channel, and was 
particularly Rewarded by the Admiralty for his Gal- 
antry, good Conduct and Courage in that brave 
Action. From this glorious Object, the Proceſſion 
turned up the Key, where the Ships employ'd in 
the Foreign Trade lie; and then, from the North- 
End of it, entering Smali-Street, paſſed through 
that Street to the EXCHANGE. 

Tris Circuit of Ground was about two thouſand 
Yards in Length ; the whole Train of People and 
Coaches extended about three Quarters of a Mile ; 
they were about fifty Minutes in paſſing any one 
Place; and the Proceſſion laſted about two Hours; 
during which Time the Bells kept Ringing, and 
the Cannons Firing. „ 
Wurx the Corporation came to the ExchAx dE, 
they entered the Building by the Gate in the North 
Front; paſs'd through the Hall to the Periſtyle ; 

| walked 
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walked along the Portico's thereof to the Weſt 7 


and from thence came towards the Center of the 
Piazza, or Open Area; where an Haut-Pas, or 
rather a ſquare Plinth, was prepared ; which Thomas 
Stevens, Eſq; an eminentCounſellor at Law, and 
Steward of the Sheriffs-Court, directly aſcended 
from the Eaſt-Side : Then the Mayor commanded 
Silence to be kept, and the Doors of the Front 
Gate (which were ſhut to keep out the Populace) 
to be open'd ; after which; Mr. Stevens, addreſſing 
Himſelf to the Merchants and Tradeſmen, gave 
them the Uſe of the Periſtyle of the Building for 
a PLACE of EXCHANGE, in the following Words: 


« Mr. Day, and Gentlemen the Wardens, Aſſiſtants, 
« and other Members of the incorporated Society 
* of Merchants, within this City; and You Gen- 
e flemen, the Maſters and Members of the ſeveral 
&« Trading Companies of this City. 


« Þ AM commanded by the CoRpoRAT1oON to 
« | acquaint You, that at a very large Expence 
* of their own, and by the Addition of a hand- 
* ſome Benefaction of the SocteETY of MER“ 
* CHANTS, they have cauſed this Building, called 
ce the EXCHANGE of BRISTOL, to be 
e erected for your Benefit in general, and more par- 


te ticularly, for the better Reception and Accom- | 


* modation of theſe that are concern'd in Mercan- 
© tile Affairs. - 
« IT is with great Satisfaction that the Founders 


* of this Work, being this Day met, within the 


Area of it, by the whole Collective Trading Body 


as of 


cc 


(. 
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of this City, ſee their Undertaking happily com- 
pleated. A Work which the Corporation, ever 


* zealous to promote the Welfare of their Fellow- 


Citizens, have carried on, with a laudable Appli- 
cation and Ardour, equal to the Greatneſs of the 
Deſign. This new EXCHANGE, now 


opened, they chearfully dedicate to your Service, 


more eſpecially to the Service of the Society of 
Merchants, Generous Contributors to it; and to 
You, from henceforth, they offer the free Uſe 
of it. 


«© PuBLick Edifices have, in all Times, been 


had in Eſteem, and conſidered as Manifeſtations 


of the Wiſdom and Grandeur of a State, and 


Accounts of them have been tranſmitted to Pol- 
terity, by eminent Writers in ſucceſſive Ages, 


with high Encomiums upon the Promoters of 


them. If ſuch have been the Senſe, and con- 
current 3 of Mankind, in former Ages, 
of Publick Structures in general, how much 
ter Commendation do the Founders of a 
Fabrick of this uſeful Nature deſerve, which 
is calculated to promote that Harmony, Unani- 
mity, and ſocial Intercourſe which ought always 
to ſubſiſt amongſt a Trading Free People, and 
to excite a noble Emulation in them of excelling 
each other in Induſtry, and Extenſion of Com- 
merce ? | | 
© THE Care and Circumſpection of the Donors, 
in ſeeing this Work faithfully executed, and in fo 
ſhort a Time accompliſhed, ſhew their Diſpoſi- 
tions of Mind, to promote the Publick Good of 
this City, to be as calarg'd as their Donation, and 
E cc merit 
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merit from you Acknowledgments of Approba- 
tion and Applauſe. | 

6% To what End, more uſeful and extenſive to 
advance the Intereſt of the Publick, could the 
Corporation have applied their own Money? or 
the Society of Merchants added their Benefaction? 
What can more redound to their Honour, or to 
the Honour of the City itſelf, than the Raiſing of 
a Structure, which, by its Magnificence, will 
give Foreigners and Strangers an Idea of your 
Generoſity and Worth; and by its Comodiouſ- 
neſs will enable the ME RCHAN Ts to aſſemble to- 
gether, and mutually comunicate their Thoughts, 
and exert their Endeavours, not only for the Pre- 
ſervation, but for the Enlargment of our Foreign 
Trade, which is the Granduer of the Crown, 
the Glory of the Kingdom, the Source of our 
Riches, and the Strength and Support of the 
common Wealth, 

% As our Metropolis, with great Reaſon, juſtly 
boaſts that the EXCHANGE there, was firſt 
built in the gloriqus Reign of Queen E LIZ A- 
BETH, who honoured it with her Preſence, 
and dignified it with the Title of the ROYAL 
EXCHANGE; So may this Second City 
of England, with no lets Reaſon Glory in her 
Happineſs, that this EXCHANGE is here 
built, and open'd, under the auſpicious Reign of 
of his PRESENT MAJESTY, at a Time 
when his Arms are employ'd, and his Royal 
Perſon hazarded in the Defence of the Liberties 


of Europe, in the Protection of our Trade and 


Com- 
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* Commerce, and the Preſervation of our juſt and 
* undoubted Rights. 

_ © THAT the Trade of this City may flouriſh 
* and increaſe, and the Proſperity and Reputation 
e of it be daily advanced, are the ardent Wiſhes of 
* the CoRPORAT10N, this noble Pile, raiſed by 
* their Liberal Hand, more eminently teſtifies, than 
* Words can expreſs. 


Wr this Specch was ended, Sir Abraham El- 
ton held up, and waved his Hat, and began three 
Huzza's; then Mr. Stevens retir'd, and Thomas 
Fane, Eſq; an eminent Attorney at Law, and Clerk 
of the Merchants-Hall, taking his Place, and ad- 
_ dreſſing Himſelf to the Corporation, return'd them 
the Merchants Thanks, in eſs Words : 


« Mr. MayoR, and GENTLEMEN of the 
© CORPORATION, 


HE MEeRcHaANTs are very ſenſible of 
* the Obligations they are under to You, 
for the great Care You have taken in Building 
« this EXCHANGE; and Iam commanded, in 
e this publick Manner, to return You their hearty 
« 'Thanks for the tame.” 


Tis being over, Mr. Mayor began three other 
Huzza's; after which the Mayor and Corporation, 
Mr. Southwell, and the Society of Merchants, walk- 
ing to the Center of the Eaſt Portico, proceeded with 
the Muſick, £&c. before them, round by the South to 
the North Entrance of the Excuance, and from 
E 2 thenee 
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thence to the Cauncil- Houſe, where they refreſhed 
themſelves with Bread and Wine; and then, in 
their Coaches, went to the Merchants-Hall, to 
rtake of an elegant Entertainment, which Sir 
Abraham Elton had provided for them. 
As ſoon as the Corporation and Society of Mer- 
chants had withdrawn themſelves from the Periſtyle 
of the EXCHANGE, the ſcveral Trading Compa- 
nies began to retire from the fume Place, to their 
reſpective Halls, to regale themſelves with the Wine 
Mr. Mayor had preſented them with: The Work- 
men, from guarding the Building, hkewile retir'd to 
the Place appointed for them to dine, at the Chamber 
Expence : But the Populace remained in the Place 
of Exchange diverting themſelves firſt, with who 
ſhou'd keep Poſſeſñion of the Haut-Pas ? then with 
ſcrambling for Moncy, which ſeveral Gentlemen 
threw amongſt them; next with Kiſſing the Haut- 
Pas; and laſt of all with fcrambling for more Mo- 
ney, which they defir'd might be diſperſed amongſt 
them in Copper-Coin, rather than in Silver, to give 
them the better Opportunity of increaſing their Sport, 
in ſtriving for it in ſeveral Places at the fame 
Time. | 
THE Diverſion of theſe People was quite innocent, 
tho' rough; and it very much reſembled the Di- 
verſions, as deſcribed by ſeveral Authors, at the 
| Bacchanalian Feſtivals of the Antients. - 
Tur Evening of this long with'd for Day was 
concluded with Ringing of Bells, Firing of Guns, 
and making Bonfires in proper Places: All which, 
ith the whole Tranſactions of the Day, was con- 
duc:ed without any ill Accident, or any of _ 
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Diſorders too frequently committed at Publick 
Rejoicings; which may be attributed to this, that 
the Feſtival of Opening the ExchAx dE was, in the 
Nature of it, agreeable SY Parties : * if Pa- 
on this Occaſion had been thought neceſſary, 
che Fabi had certainly been 5 with it: 
But what Pageantry could equal that of a ſolemn 
Proceſſion of the whole Collective Trading Body of 
a City, that pays the Government a Cuſtom for 
theis Goods of above One Hundred and Fifty Thou- 
ſand Pounds a Year? 
NoTw1THSTANDING the whole Tranſactions 
of the Day of Opening the ExcuAanGE were con- 
ducted without any Accident, yet I can't fay the 
ſame of the Building; for during the Courſe of the 
Work, whether through Negligence and Careleſs- 
neſs, or from the Want of Experience in heavy 
Works, expeditiouſly carried on ; or from what 
other Cauſe, I ſhall not pretend to determine, a 
great many of the Workmen were hurt : But as 
often as any Accident happen'd, effectual Care was 
taken of the poor Sufferers, and Wages paid them, 
during their Illneſs, by the Order of the Gentlemen 
of the Committee. 1 
Tae Periſtyle of the ExchAN GE of BrxisToL 
will hold above fourteen hundred and twenty Men, 
allowing five Square Feet of Ground for each Man to 
ſtand upon; and the Area of it is in Proportion to 
the Area of the Inſide of the RoyaL ExchANOGE 
in London, As ſeventy-two Is to one hundred and 
eighty, and a Trifle more; though at the fulleſt 
Aſſembly in the Former, the Merchants and Tra- 


ders will not amount to above the one-ſixth Part 
of 
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of what appears at a full Aſſembly in the Latter: 
So that the Excnance of Bzx1sToL is much more 
Capacious for the Company that meet in it, than 
the Royar EXCHANGE in London is, for the Mer- 
chants and Traders of that Metropolis. 

By the Hiſtory of London it will appear, that 
the Profits of the Shops and Ware-Houls in the 
RovY AL ExchAx E, ſoon reimburs d the Expence 
of the preſent Fabrick : But at BRISTOL, ſeveral 
thouſand Pounds are expended upon the Excuance, 
for the Uſe of the Publick, without ſo much as a 
Probability of the leaſt Return; and this Noble 
irit had, moſt undoubtedly, ſhewn itſelf ſtill fur- 
in that Work, if it had not been reſtrained for 
Want of Ground to extend the Building in Front, 
A Publick Structure thus confined, may therefore 
claim the PITY, but I hope it will never deſerve 

the juſt CENSURE of the Criticks. 


OCTOBER 12, 1743. 


1 


Advertiſement. 


There being a few Coyies now remaining of a 
WORK, intitled, 
THE , 


ORIGIN of BUILDING: 
Plagiariſm of the Heathens 
DETECTED, 


CONT AINING 


An AccounT of the RisE and PROGRESS of 


ARCHITECTURE, from the Creation of the World, 
to the Death of King Solomon ; and of its Advance- 


ment in Aſia, Egypt, Greece, Italy, and Britain, 


till it arrived to its higheſt Perfection. 


WHEREIN 


The Principles of Architecture, the proper Orders of © 


Columns, the Forms and Proportions of Temples, 


Baſilicas, Churches, and other celebrated Editices, 


as well Antient as Modern, are Explained, and 
Demonſtrated to have taken their Riſe from the 
Works of the Jews, and not Grecians, as ſuggeſted 
by Pagan Writers, and their Followers. 


ILLUSTRATED 


With proper Draughts on Thirty-fix Folio PLATEs, 


By JOHN WOOD, Architect. 


Thoſe Copies may be had at ONE Guinea, 
each Copy in Sheets, of Mr. Leake, in Barn; 
Mr. Innys, in St. Paul's-Church-Yard, Mr. Hitch, 
11 Pater-Noſter-Row, and Mr. Pine, in Old-Bond- 
Street, Lox Do: A alſo of Mr, Hickey, in 
BRISTOL. 
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